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The left long ago sold out to the capitalists because they understood that in order to get their agenda through 
the culture, corporate America would be the best vehicle. Sure, there are still some genuine leftists out there 
who will challenge Democrats and corporations, who have some genuine revolutionary energy. Most of these 
are class reductionists of a Marxist type who focus almost exclusively on economics. This is something as a 
non-leftist I’m much more attracted towards, and indeed think we should steal the Bernie Sanders platform 
wholesale to create actual populism. Such a platform would be a synthesis of paternalistic anti-capitalist 
economics and traditionally culture and socially racial domestic policy. 


Getting back the corporate left, the prominent face of the deep state left was up until her loss in 2016, was 
Hillary Clinton no doubt. And | think the pied piper strategy that Wikileaks exposed through Podesta emails 
proves how out of touch corporate Democrats really are with the country. 
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An email recently released by the whistleblowing organization WikiLeaks shows how the Clinton 
campaign and Democratic Party bear direct responsibility for propelling the bigoted billionaire to the 
White House. In its self-described “pied piper” strategy, the Clinton campaign proposed intentionally 
cultivating extreme right-wing presidential candidates, hoping to turn them into the new “mainstream of 
the Republican Party” in order to try to increase Clinton’s chances of winning. The Clinton campaign 
and Democratic National Committee called for using far-right candidates “as a cudgel to move the 
more established candidates further to the right.” Clinton’s camp insisted that Trump and other 
extremists should be “elevated” to “leaders of the pack” and media outlets should be told to “take them 
seriously.” The strategy backfired — royally. 


In other words, the DNC and Clinton campaign thought that the country was so self-righteously opposed to 
the abstract bigotry of Donald Trump, that making it stick to the Republican party would be a wining strategy. 
Sam Seder has also made this argument, and it makes no sense. The Republican party since the election of 
Trump has been the party of maga. Whatever you want to say about various never-Trump neocons, those 
people are irrelevant and exist mostly on cable news and social media. In fact, a sizable number have 
jumped ship completely and joined the Democrats, proving that liberal corporatists are alive and well on both 
sides of the aisle. But this isn’t just a question of the elected officials, but also of the approval of Trump within 
the Republican party. 


Now it is true that Trump has been comparatively an unpopular president, his approval never really ticking 
above fifty-percent. And this | think is where Seder and others make their mistake, which is they critique 
Trump from the left within understanding the inner dynamics of the Republican party. Trump was successful 
in 2016 because of what he said, running on many issues to the left of Hillary Clinton, attacking Republicans, 
Democrats and the establishment all of them. Then when in office, he failed to carry out a single promise 
different substantially from Jeb Bush. And that is the failure of Donald Trump, and it is because he wasn’t 
radical enough in how he governed that he is a one-term president. The pied piper strategy of the Clinton 
machine failed not because Trump wasn’t edging towards a fascist message in 2016, but because he was. 
Then he got elected and become a goofy conservative, and lost thereby. 
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